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Snowdrop Pictures 

from the three 

Suttons churchyards,  

taken last January. 

No matter how bad 

the winter; 

Snowdrops are a 

promise to us all that 

spring is just around 

the corner - so look 

out for them! 

Snowdrops - 

their Greek 

name 

“Galanthus”, 

translates as 

the “milk 

flower” 
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Dear Friends 

Have you noticed how 
many people made an 
extra special effort with 
their decorations this 
Christmas? Not only did 
they seem to go up far 
earlier than usual, but 
also there were far more 
of them, it’s no wonder 
the Hardware store kept 
selling out (no, it wasn’t 
all down to the vicar!). 
Of course, I don’t think 
you need to be a rocket 
scientist to work out 
why this happened. In a 
year of doom, gloom 
and uncertainty where 
everyone’s lives were 
turned completely 
upside down by the 
pandemic, people simply 
wanted to inject an 
element of joy and happiness into 
the lives of all those around them. 
I don’t know about you, but I 
certainly think it worked. 

Isn’t it amazing how a few (or in 
some cases a lot) of twinkling 
lights can bring so much pleasure 
to so many people? But I suppose 
it is hardly surprising, they are a 
reminder that no matter how dark 
and bad things might seem, the 
light will always shine through 

offering hope for the 
future. 

I think there can be no 
doubt that 2020 turned 
out to be a very dark 
and dismal year – 
however, looking back 
on it, despite all our 
difficulties, I can still see 
quite a lot of “bright 
lights” that brought 
hope and happiness to 
our communities. In 
particular, those 
revolving around a 
renewed spirit of 
neighbourliness and a 
willingness to offer 
help and support to 
those who need it – 
and we all know there 
are a lot of people 
who, through no fault 
of their own, really 

needed it in 2020. Which leads me 
to two main hopes that I have for 
our community for 2021. The first 
is that this spirit of generosity and 
neighbourliness will continue well 
after the worst effects of the 
pandemic have faded into history. 
The second is that, folk will be 
more willing to ask for help if they 
need it – the last year has proved 
how much people want to help 
and that the last thing that anyone 
wants to hear is that someone has 

CLERGY LETTER 

Continued on next page…. 
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gone cold or hungry 
when we could have 
stepped in if we had 
known – we wont 
judge you if you are 
ever in that position 
– so please yell if you 
are ever in need, I 
promise that it would 
be treated in strictest 
confidence. 

Looking back I can 
also see quite a few 
“bright lights” shining through the 
difficulties experienced in our 
churches. It was noticeable that as 
the crises started, many people 
turned to God and his Church for 
comfort and support. Although we 
couldn’t meet in person, it has 
been such a privilege to know that 
many of you have been tuning into 
our on-line services and Facebook 
messages from the comfort of 
your own home.  So my “hope” for 
our Church in 2021 is that you will 
not only be willing to continue this 

link but that you will 
also decide to 
strengthen it – even if it 
is only by coming along 
to the great celebration 
service that I am sure 
we will have as soon as 
we are told it is safe to 
do so. 

None of us knows what 
the next year has in 
store, however, my 
final “hope” for you all, 

is that as you journey through it, 
you will all continue to 
experience those “bright light” 
moments that are filled with 
hope and joy. 

Wishing you all a Blessed 
and happy New Year 
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If you spend half an hour a day tidying 
the house, going up and down your 
stairs, and doing household chores, you 
are reducing the risk of an early death. 

So says recent guidance from the World 
Health Organisation, as it urges people to 
maintain regular moderate exercise on a 
daily basis, of up to at least 150 minutes 
a week. It also recommends vigorous 
exercise of at least 75 minutes a week.   

The World Health Organisation 
recommendation was published in the 
British Journal of Sports Medicine, and is 
part of the new global guidelines on 
physical activity. 

WHO also warned that those who stay 
sedentary for 10 or more hours on a 
regular basis will have a “significantly 
heightened risk of death.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As men take on more domestic 
household chores, here may be a surprise 
result: more women are tackling the 
family allotment, and often taking the 
children along to help out.   

Nationally, half of all allotment holders 
are now women. This is up from two per 
cent in 1973, and 20 per cent in 2003. It 
is thought that the example of celebrity 
gardeners, especially Charlie Dimmock, 
may have helped. 

The average age of holders is 57, with 
men typically older than women. 
Demand for allotments has quadrupled 
since 2006, with the average waiting list 
in London now five years. 

The first man to get stopped for speeding……………. 

It was 125 years ago, on 28th January 1896, that Walter Arnold of Kent became 
the first person in the world to be convicted of speeding. The speed limit was 
2mph at the time, and a man carrying a red flag had to walk in front of the 
vehicle. But one day Mr Arnold took off at 8mph, without a flag bearer. He was 
chased by a policeman on a bicycle for five miles, arrested, and fined one shilling. 

Doing housework can help you 
live longer 

Who does the allotment  
in your family? 

www.freepik.com 
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3rd January – The epiphany – Matthew 2:1-12 

 St Mary’s Sutton Valence – 10am – Holy Communion 
 St Michael’s, Chart Sutton – 6pm – Evening Prayer 
 St Peter & St Paul’s, East Sutton – No Service 
 St Peter & St Paul’s Headcorn – 8am Holy Communion 
 St Peter & St Paul’s Headcorn – 10am Come & Worship 

10th January – The Baptism of Christ – Mark 1:4-11 

 St Mary’s Sutton Valence – 10am – No service 
 St Michael’s, Chart Sutton – 6pm – No Service 
 St Peter & St Paul’s, East Sutton – 6pm Evening Prayer 
 St Peter & St Paul’s Headcorn – 10am Holy Communion 

17th January – The second Sunday of Epiphany – John 1: 43 – end 

 St Mary’s Sutton Valence – 10am – Holy Communion 
 St Michael’s, Chart Sutton – 6pm – Evening Prayer 
 St Peter & St Paul’s, East Sutton – No Service 
 St Peter & St Paul’s Headcorn – 10am Holy Communion 

24th January – The third Sunday of Epiphany – John 2:1-11 

 St Mary’s Sutton Valence – No Service 
 St Michael’s, Chart Sutton – No Service 
 St Peter & St Paul’s, East Sutton – 11.30 – Fourth Sunday Special…..On this day 
 St Peter & St Paul’s Headcorn – 10am Holy Communion 

31st January – The Fourth Sunday of Epiphany – Mark 1: 21 – 28 

 St Mary’s Sutton Valence – No Service 
 St Michael’s, Chart Sutton –  No Service 
 St Peter & St Paul’s, East Sutton – No Service 
 St Peter & St Paul’s Headcorn – 10am – Benefice Service of Holy Communion 

 

Services for January 2021 
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Happy New Year to 
everyone and let us 
hope for a better 
2021 than 2020 
was for many 
people! 

Looking on the 
bright side, we had 
a very sprightly 
Great Spotted 
Woodpecker visit 
our Bird Feeding 
Station whilst we 
were having our 
breakfast this 
morning.  Most 
years Keith and I 
like to spend some 
time keeping an 
eye out for the 
birds in our garden 
for the ‘BIG 
GARDEN BIRD 
WATCH’  which is 
around the end of 
January: visit 
www.rspb.org.uk 
so let us hope 2021 
will be no exception, at least we have 
made a good start!  We are lucky to 
have a ‘Children’s Playing Area’ at the 
end of our garden with a variety of 
trees: an oak tree, walnut tree and 
several Sycamore trees.  The birds and 
grey squirrels keep us entertained. 

Hedges allow birds to move safely from 
garden to garden without breaking 
cover.  The hedges have far denser 

foliage than trees 
or shrubs, which 
makes them the 
perfect place for 
small birds to hide 
from Sparrow 
hawks.  Some 
evenings the noise 
coming from the 
hedge is 
deafening!    

It will not be too 
long before the 
snowdrops will be 
out, as well as 
aconites and 
primroses, followed 
by bluebells in the 
woods.  We had 
two snowdrops in 
flower in December 
again this year! 

Near the end of 
January most 
Garden Centres 
stock seed 
potatoes.  Keith 

stands these tubers up in cardboard egg 
boxes to allow them to ‘chit’ in a warm 
place indoors.  This gives them a head 
start when the time comes, usually 
around March / April when subject to 
our weather Keith can take them up to 
the allotment and so the cycle begins 
again. 

 Growing sunflowers is usually a 
favourite with the children, these can be 
planted in 

Keith and Jean’s  
Garden Jottings 

Great Spotted 

Woodpecker  

Continued on next page 
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Due to the increase in 
covid-19 cases in Kent we 
walk leaders decided to 
suspend our walk in 
Smarden on the 9th of 
December and to review 
early in the New Year the 
January walks. 

January 2021 Dates 

Wednesday 13th 
Wednesday 27th 

Don’t forget, it is now necessary to book 

a place on each walk on a 
first come first served 
basis and although this is a 
nuisance it is working well. 

For further information on 
any of our walks, contact 
Barry: 

barry@watersideoast.com or to book 
your place contact Paula 07525 260539 
or try paulasmale@btinternet.com 

Barry Walker   

Headcorn  

Health Walks 

pots on a windowsill  and once they have 
put on some growth, and it is not too 
cold, they can be planted out to provide 
food for birds as well as entertaining the 
family.  We use fleece to protect tender 
plants in the greenhouse and garden, 
which we find works well.  Fleece can be 
found in most Garden Centres as well as 
general shops. 

 Time needs to be allocated for cleaning 
out and disinfecting the Bird Boxes and 
regularly scrubbing out the bird bath, 
before the nesting season begins. 

 Remember NOT to use salt to clear your 
paths, but use sand or grit instead to 
prevent slipping. 

 Enjoy whatever you do and hopefully it 
will not be too long before we are able 
to attend Sunday Services on a more 
regular basis as and when the 
vaccinations become available.  

 Best wishes from Keith and Jean. 

Keith and Jean.  

Smokers stubbing out 

Smoking is on the decline. The 
number of people who 
successfully quit smoking last 
year was the highest in a 
decade,  

Action on Smoking and Health 
(Ash) reckons that more than a million 
people in the UK stopped smoking during 

the lockdown period. By the end 
of last year, smoking prevalence in 
England was at an all-time low: 
13.9 per cent. 

That made it the most popular 
lifestyle change of the year, 
according to Public Health 
England. There was also a 

significant surge in smokers who are 
trying to quit.   
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Food, glorious food! 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you eat too much over Christmas? 
Or is that your lifestyle choice, year-
round? 

Almost half of the world’s population 
will be overweight by 2050, if current 
eating trends continue, according to 
recent research. That means that more 
than four billion people could be 
overweight in just 30 years’ time, with 
1.5 billion of them obese. 

The research was done by the Germany-
based Potsdam Institute for Climate 
Impact Research. The authors warn of a 
looming health and also environmental 
crisis, due to the surge in global food 
demand, which would push the 
environment past sustainable levels.  
Food production already takes up three 
quarters of the world’s fresh water, a 
third of its land, and it accounts for up to 
a third of greenhouse gas emissions.   

Open that window 

Here is an easy 
resolution for the 
New Year: open 
your windows at 
home for ‘short 

sharp bursts’ of 10 to 15 minutes at a 
time, several times a day.  

The government’s public information 
campaign says that regular fresh air can 
cut the risk of Covid transmission by 
more than 70 per cent.  

So, either leave a window open a small 
amount continuously, or open it fully on 
a regular basis throughout the day, 
especially if anyone has come to visit 
you in your home. Coronavirus is spread 
through the air by droplets and smaller 
particles known as aerosols.  They can 
hang in the air for hours and they build 
up over time.   

Plants in your front garden 

What’s in your front garden? If it is 
sparse, why not consider adding some 
plants this year?  Apparently, the 
presence of greenery can lower your 
stress levels as much as two months of 
mindfulness sessions. Plants can also 
help you to feel happier. 

A recent trial study by the Royal 
Horticultural Society found that people 
who introduced ornamental plants such 
as juniper, azalea, clematis, lavender, 
daffodil bulbs and petunias had a 
significant lowering of the stress 
hormone, cortisol, and many reported 
that they felt ‘happier’.   
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The cat 

 

 

 

 

A vicar and his wife were going out for 
the evening, and carefully set the 
security lights and put the cat out. But 
when they opened the door to go to 
the taxi, the cat slipped back in and 
disappeared upstairs. Irritated, the 
vicar followed it.   

The wife waited with the taxi driver. 
Not wanting him to know that they 
were leaving the parsonage empty, she 
said: "My husband is just upstairs for a 
quick word with my mother.” 

A few minutes later, the husband 
arrived, breathless. "Sorry I took so 
long" he said, “but she put up a fight! 
Stupid old thing was hiding under the 
bed and I had to poke her with a coat 
hanger and grab her by the scruff of 
the neck to get her out.” 

Fire? 

The team at the local fire station had 
assembled to hear their training officer 
discuss the behaviours of various kinds 
of fire. He began: "You pull up to a 
house and notice puffs of smoke 
coming from the eaves. But the 
windows are blackened out and there 

is little or no visible flame. What does 
this tell you?" he asked. 

Hoping the men recognised signs of a 
possible ‘back draft’, a condition very 
dangerous to fire fighters, he heard 
instead: "It tells me I’ve got the right 
house.” 

Church 

 

 

 

 

My grandson, Justin, watched a live 
streaming service with his dad one 
Sunday morning.  His mum wanted to 
know how it went. He said, "The music 
was nice, but the commercial was too 
long." 

Choir 

Two choir members recently got 
married.  They met by chants. 

Advert seen in a church 
magazine: 

Car engine for sale by curate slightly 
cracked. 

Not comfortable 

The vicar was praying for the sick and 
said: “We must remember Mrs 
Goodwin in our prayers. She recently 
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Have you noticed that 
it is getting harder to 
park your car? And 
that when you finally 
do get parked, you can 
barely get the door 
open enough to 
squeeze out? 

It is not your fault.  
Modern cars have grown so big that 
many drivers now have as little as 21cm 
of room to spare in a parking space. 

A recent study has found that the 
country’s most popular cars are as much 
as 55 per cent larger than they were in 
the Seventies, while the standard parking 
space has not grown at all.  No surprise, 
then, that millions of drivers scrape their 

cars each year trying to 
park in cramped spaces.   

The biggest grower is 
the Mini Hatch, which is 
now 55 per cent bigger 
and takes up to 22 per 
cent more of a parking 
space that the original 
did, back in 1959. The 

Honda Civic of today is 1.8m wide, an 
increase of 44 per cent. It now takes up 
nearly three quarters of a standard 
parking bay. 

CarGurus, who carried out the research, 
has urged the authorities to update the 
guidelines for parking bays. The current 
size of a parking bay is 2.4m by 4.8m, and 
has not changed in 50 years. 

had all her teeth taken out and a new 
gas stove put in.” 

Order 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy to visit his local pub before it 
closed again, a man found himself near 
two nuns. Eager to talk to anyone after 
weeks in Tier 3, he ventured: “What is 

your order?” (Meaning their religious 
community.) 

The nuns happily replied: “Sausage and 
chips.”  

Driven 

You never really learn to swear until 
you learn to drive.  

You never learn to pray until your kids 
learn to drive. 

From a church magazine in Hampshire:  
We badly need more sinners for our 
choir. 

 

Why parking your car is getting more difficult 



 

12 

Winter was very 
late starting last 
year but as the 
current season 
started 
officially at the 
beginning of 
last month we 
were certainly reminded what time 
of year it was with cold nights and 
below average temperatures on 
many days. Despite all the windy 
weather we had had in November 
several trees had managed to hang 
on to a bit of autumn colour until the 
official beginning of winter but their 
last remaining leaves soon fell off. 

Most of my hardy nerines were, as 
was to be expected, well past their 
best by the beginning of December 
but I had one group of the slightly 
smaller flowered N. undulata which 
were still in remarkably good 
condition. Not surprisingly the 
overnight snow that we woke up to 
on December 4th bent them over a 
bit but they  stood up again and 
remained in surprisingly good 
condition for another week or so. 

As the colder weather kills the top 
growth of dahlias I am always 
undecided whether to dig them up 
and store the tubers in a frost free 
shed or to leave them in the ground. 
I always leave some in the ground 
and most of them usually survive but 

it is when winters 
are very wet as well 

as cold that they 
seem to suffer 
most. 

The author of an 
article about 
pruning that I 

read a little while ago wrote that he 
wouldn’t be without his small 
Japanese pruning saw as well as his 
longer pruning saw, secateurs and 
loppers. My pruning saws have seen 
better days and so I thought I would 
invest in a small folding Japanese 
one. It was quite expensive but it 
cuts like a hot knife through butter – 
a slight exaggeration, perhaps - and I 
am so pleased with it. that I think I 
might invest in a larger version to 
use on thicker branches. 

I hope you managed to enjoy the 
festive mini break. Now perhaps we 
can look forward to a happier and 
more prosperous new year if those 
responsible for getting us vaccinated 
do it rather more efficiently than 
those responsible for the provision 
of personal protective equipment in 
the early stages of the pandemic or, 
more recently, trying to test and 
trace. 

With best wishes, 

 Michael Beaman 

January Jottings 

Small Japanese pruning saw 
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Canon Paul Hardingham finds the wise men’s gifts to be of help to us now. 

 

 

 

 

Epiphany for today 
This month we celebrate Epiphany, when we remember the Magi from the East 
who followed a star to find the baby Jesus: ‘Where is the one who has been 
born king of the Jews?’ (Matthew 2:1).  

At the start of a New Year, amid the uncertainty of the pandemic, are we asking 
the same question? The gifts they offered show us how we can find Him in the 
uncertainty of the coming year: ‘they bowed down and worshipped Him…and 
presented Him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.’ (2:11). 

The gift of gold reflects that the Magi saw in the baby a king, destined to rule 
over us all. In this coming year we need to remember that Jesus is on the 
throne, the seat of power and authority in the whole universe. Will we crown 
Him king of our lives and dedicate all that we are and do to Him? 

The gift of frankincense reflects that the visitors saw not just an earthly king, 
but God in human flesh. Incense symbolises the prayers of God’s people and so 
this gift reminds us that God is worthy of our worship and prayer. Will we offer 
our praise and prayer, as we seek God to guide us through the uncertainties of 
this time? 

The gift of myrrh reflects that these astrologers saw beyond the baby’s birth 
and life, to His death which would secure life for all. Jesus was offered myrrh on 
the cross and was a spice used in His tomb. As we face the sufferings of this 
New Year, we can be confident that Jesus knows and understands our 
experience. Are we ready to trust Him? 

‘Glorious now behold Him arise, King and God and Sacrifice! Heav’n sings 
Hallelujah: Hallelujah the earth replies.’ (‘We Three Kings’). 
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St Mary’s Monthly Draw 

Winners of the  
December 2020 draw  

First Prize - First Prize - Mr Lionel Marchant 
Second Prize - Mrs Sue Macpherson 

Congratulations!!! 

Once again it is time for me to collect in the 
Children's Society Boxes for emptying. If, like me, 
during this strange year, you have not acquired 
much in the way of loose change, do not worry. 
However small, all donations are much needed 
and appreciated by the Children’s Society. 

I need to collect the boxes in by the end of 
February. Once opened I will return them to you. If you would like me to collect 
your box, please call me 01622 843748 and I will happily do so. 

Last year we raised £338.31p for this worthy cause. If you are not currently part 
of this scheme and would like to help us raise money for the Children's Society 
by donating your loose change, I would be happy to provide you with a 
collecting box. 

I thank you all for your continued support. 
Mary Brett 
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David Pickup, a solicitor, considers what 
happens when your children do damage. 

Keep it in the family! 
Start children off on the way they should 
go….  Proverbs 22:6 

Suppose you bought your 
child a football for 
Christmas. You all go 
outside to the garden, 
and in front of the family 
you show them how to 
score a goal. Then they 
have a go, but 
accidentally kick the new 
ball straight at your neighbour’s 
greenhouse, which breaks some glass. 
Are you legally responsible for the 
damage?  

Or supposing you buy them a bicycle, and 
they then try it on the road, and cause an 
accident. Will you have pay for any loss?  

A parent is not generally legally 
responsible for a child who causes an 
accident. There are some exceptions and 
some of them are these: 

• If the child was doing something at 
your request for you (acting as your 
agent),  

• The parent was in charge of the child 
at the time, 

• The parent is negligent in allowing the 
child something which is risky  

• Where the parent is not in proper 
control of the child. 

If you were showing your loved ones how 
you used to score a goal, you may be 

legally responsible for the greenhouse, if 
you are not a good coach. But if the child 
is just playing and accidentally breaks a 
window, the position may be different. If 
you give your child something that is 

dangerous, like an air rifle or 
a firework with which they 
then do damage, you may 
well be legally responsible. 

Law and morality are 
different. As a good 
neighbour, you would want 
to pay for any damage, even 
if the law says you do not 
have to. Children should be 
brought up to admit 

mistakes and be responsible. Sometimes 
the risks increase, especially if a 
youngster is on the road. Any parent 
would want to be especially careful near 
a main road.  

If someone else’s child does you or your 
property significant damage, what can 
you do?  If you cannot sue the parent, 
you could claim against the child, but 
that is unlikely to be worth it unless the 
child has money of their own. 

If things go wrong, check if you have legal 
insurance. Many home contents 
insurance policies have legal cover. Some 
policies have an optional legal cover so 
you have to add it on. Some legal 
expenses insurance have an advice line 
or cover the whole family if they live with 
you.  

As always this is a light-hearted guide to 
a complicated subject and always get 
proper legal advice. 
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Stewardship, the 
UK’s leading 
Christian 
philanthropy 
charity, has 
recently backed a 
report by leading 
back-bench MP 
Danny Kruger, calling for a ‘levelling up of 
our communities’ and a ‘New Deal for Faith 
Communities’ in the UK.  

Commissioned by No 10 Downing Street to 
bring forward proposals in light of the 
Covid-19 Pandemic, Danny Kruger 
consulted Church leaders and leading 
Christian charities such as Stewardship, the 
Evangelical Alliance, 
yourneighbourhood.org and others.   

He has now urged Government and Public 
Servants to take new opportunities to 
work with faith communities at the very 
heart of their local communities.  

In his report ‘Levelling Up Our 
Communities: proposals for a new social 
covenant’, Mr Kruger reminds Ministers 
that before the NHS and Welfare State was 
invented, it was often faith communities, 
especially the churches, which were at the 
heart of local health, education and social 
care, and that they remain key players – 
but are often widely underused, and 
valued by the Government.  

Now, the MP says that church and faith 
leaders have made a ‘grand offer’ to work 
together to raise £500 million over the 
coming five years, on top of the Church of 
England’s £900 million already pledged, 
taking the church investment in the 

recovery of our 
nation to £1.4 
billion over five 
years.  

Given this ‘grand’ 
and generous 
offer, in his report, 

Mr Kruger calls on the Government to 
implement a number of radical proposals 
in the light of the need to re-build society 
again after the effects of Covid-19.   

His key proposals include:  

● Churches mobilise the congregation’s 
resources to help resolve one or more 
besetting local social problems. This may 
include debt, childcare, personal 
rehabilitation, rough sleeping etc. and in 
return, are able to access Government 
grants and support.  

● A call for greater Private Philanthropy 
(the MP claims that of those earning over 
£250,000 a year, 2/3rds do not give to 
charity). 

● The Government should consider the 
option of a new, national Civic Crowd-
funding programme to tackle local and 
regional social problems. 

● The Government commit to a new 
Community Recovery Fund, building on 
the £750 million given to local authorities 
to handle Covid-19. 

● Renewing the National Lottery 
Community Fund.  

● A Volunteer Passport Scheme, matching 
demand and supply for volunteers in local 
communities a key  

UK’s leading Christian philanthropy charity backs government report 
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Chart Sutton  has a small but 
successful shop in the heart of 
the village on The Green run 
entirely by volunteers for the 
benefit of the community. 

It is looking for more volunteers to help run it. It is 
open between 7am-5pm Mon-Fri and 8am-12noon 
at the weekend and Bank Holidays.  Hours to suit, 
most volunteers do 2 hour stints. There are  some 
permanent slots available but if you would rather 
be available for ad hoc covering that is fine as 
there are times when last minute cover is required.  

The volunteers are a great bunch who very much 
enjoy being part of the community, meeting a wide 
variety of people.  If you are interested  in 
becoming part of this team please call either 
Valerie on 843232 or Jane on 843743 for an 
informal chat. 

 

 

 

 

 
Join us and enjoy the 
glorious countryside 
around The Three Suttons 
on the 3rd Sunday of the 
month. 

Contact: 

Chris .......... 01622 842629 

Graham ..... 01622 745484 

● A ‘Community Power Act’ to give local 
people power over the design and delivery 
of public services, and ‘Pop-up parishes’ 
with time-limited powers and freedoms to 
innovate  

● An annual Neighbourhood Day, in the 
form of a Bank Holiday, celebrating the 
contribution of charities and voluntary 
work in the community/nation  

Overall, Levelling up our communities: 
proposals for a new social covenant sets 
out a vision for a more local, more human, 
less bureaucratic, less centralised society in 
which people are supported and 
empowered to play an active role in their 
neighbourhoods.  

Stewart McCulloch, CEO of Stewardship, 
who has been working with Mr Kruger on 

the report said:  

“The role of communities, civil society and 
the Church is essential in creating a better 
society ahead as this storm passes. There is 
a Tsunami of need for practical help and 
Gospel hope that is only just coming into 
view.  

“The Church must step forward to aid the 
poor, the vulnerable and the anxious at this 
historic time. Danny’s report sets out a 
national manifesto for community led 
recovery; our job is now to equip the 
church to rise to this historic set of 
challenges and opportunities and we are 
ready and committed to doing so.”  

More at: https://
www.dannykruger.org.uk/communities-
report  
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  G.Shrubb 

T R E E  S U R G E R Y 
 

www.gshrubbtreesurgery.co.uk 

NPTC Qualified, Fully Insured 
 

Expert tree care: 

07545 614606 
 

Free written estimates: 

01622 828038 

J&J Construction 
& Son 

All aspects of building and roofing 
work undertaken. Fully Insured 

● Driveways ● Patio ● Paths  
● Brickwork ● Roofing ● Fencing   

●Ground work 

Call Jimmy on: 

07867 682140 
01622 920117  
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 AT YOUR SERVICE 

 

ACCOMMODATION: WHITE HOUSE FARM - for details of our Self-catering 
 accommodation please see our web site at   
  www.whitehousefarm-kent.co.uk or  
  telephone Sue Spain 01622 842490  for more information. 
 

CALOR GAS/APPLIANCES:  S.M OFFEN - Lake Farm Sutton Valence Tel 01622 842104. Full range 
 Propane,   Butane, Piping, Fittings, Gaz, Heater Sales/Service.  
 Weekly deliveries,  Open Mon-Sat 8am - 6pm, Sundays 8am - 1pm. 
 

CARPENTRY/BUILDING: Bernard K Hogg - Carpentry & Building services, Property 
Refurbishment, Renovation, Extension & all General Carpentry. 
Established 1982. Telephone 01622 844543 Mobile 07711810981  

 email: bkhogg@gmail.com 
 

CHINA: JANET’S CHINA HIRE - Crockery, Cutlery, Glasses, Linen, Ovens etc. 
For weddings,  parties and all occasions. Free washing-up  

 www.janetschinahire.co.uk. Tel 01622 844646 
 

COMPUTER SERVICES Ulcombe Tech - Computer Services: Laptops, Desktops, Printers, 
Wireless/Wired Networks, Internet, WFH, Training & Free Advice – 
No Fix No Fee – Friendly Tech over 20yrs experience. Call 07834 854 
813 email: Ulcombetech@gmail.com  

 

ELECTRICIAN: FOREMANS ELECTRICS - Qualified Part P Electrician specialising in 
cctv, burglar alarms, showers and house wiring.   

 Telephone 01622 861700/Mobile 07850 103118. 
 

FARM SHOP: EDMED’S FARM SHOP - East Sutton Tel 01622 843219.   
 Local farm produce, potatoes, straw,hay, shavings, turkeys,  
 handmade crafts, fruit juices and homemade preserves. 
 

FENCING: I. WALLOND FENCING - All types of fencing and gates renewed and  
 repaired. Free  estimates. Established 25 years tel 01622 232860  
 Mobile 07931 368710,  www.iwallondfencingcontractors.co.uk 
 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS: A.W. COURT - Headcorn Road, Grafty Green. Tel 01622 850840.  
 Please see our main display advertisement. 
  
 FAMILY FUNERAL SERVICE, 59 HIGH STREET, HEADCORN, KENT  
 TN27 9QA  Tel. 01622 962001 Your only local family owned  
 Funeral Directors.  
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GARAGE: HILLTOP GARAGE - North Street Sutton Valence. MOT 
Testing,  servicing and repairs etc. Tel 01622 844545 

 

Marden Garden  All types of garden maintenance available. Industry  
Services: qualified with 25 years experience. Telephone Peter on 

07865 075205  
 

MARQUEE/ Four Jays – your local supplier of marquees and toilets for  
TOILET HIRE: events including furniture & chillers, prestige and themed 

trailer toilets, single toilet cubicles and showers. Site 
toilets, welfare units and temporary canteens, offices & 
stores also available for long term hire, plus cesspit, septic 
and klargester tank emptying. Tel.: 01622 843135, 
www.fourjays.co.uk (Barling Farm, East Sutton)  

   

PEST CONTROL: SMARDEN PEST CONTROL - G D MORRIS Rodent and all insect 
 control. Fast, prompt and confidential service.  Residential, 
 commercial and industrial. 01233 770458, day and evenings.  
 www.smardenpestcontrol.co.uk 
 

PODIATRY/  HEADCORN PODIATRY -Jill McVarish.BSc.pod.M; 
CHIROPODY M.Ch.S & Kirstie Clements BSc(Hons).pod. M;M.Ch.S  
  Andrea Wells BSc.(Hons).pod.M; M.Ch.S & Robert Isaacs BSc

( Hons) .pod. M; M.Ch.S. All members of the Health Professional 
Council. Please ring 01622 891691 for an appointment at 
Headcorn Podiatry. 

  
UPHOLSTERY: THEOBALD UPHOLSTERY - All types of furniture upholstered and            
 repaired.  Cushion replacement service.  Furniture made to order.      
 Sundries for DIY enthusiasts.  New furniture direct from our            
 showroom from Alstons, Sherborne, Parker Knoll and Celebrity 
 made at craft  workshops. No. 5 Slaney Place, Headcorn Road,  
 Staplehurst, Kent. Tel 01580 890055 
 

VEHICLE RECOVERY: HILLTOP GARAGE Tel 01622 844545  

KCC Community Wardens   

Kent County Council Community Wardens are able to assist with any issues or concerns 
you may have. Wardens can offer support, advice and can refer to many partner 
agencies to help you.  Wardens work closely with Kent Police and can also assist in 
tackling low-level crime and anti-social behaviour (such as graffiti, littering, fly tipping and 
vandalism). Wardens encourage communities to work together to build 
stronger and safer communities. 

 

Your area warden Dawn Riach-Brown - 07773 397125 
 

Area supervisor - Janet Greenroyd - 07773 397131 
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Your Advertisement Here! 
If you would like to advertise in Weald Views contact: 

Malcolm Ireland Email: ireland.malcolm@gmail.com Tel: 01622 891058 
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AROUND  THE SUTTONS 

Clubs, Societies and Activities 
 

EAST SUTTON CRICKET CLUB  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Mr N Edmed  01622 843219 

EAST SUTTON COMMUNITY YOUTH THEATRE  ........................ Mr M Dyer-Ball 01622 844321 

EAST SUTTON WHIST DRIVE  ..................................................... Mr R Morgan 01622 843955 

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION  ............................................................ Mr M Fitzgerald 01622 743270           

SUTTON SAINTS FOOTBALL CLUB  ............................................. Janet Burnett  01622 844135  

SUTTON VALENCE CHORAL SOCIETY  ........................................ Mr A Hutchinson  01622 843325  

SUTTON VALENCE GARDENERS ASSOCIATION ......................... Mr D.Gallafant  01622 842439 

SUTTON VALENCE HOCKEY CLUB .............................................. Mr L Davies 01622 844046 

SUTTON VALENCE KARATE CLUB  ............................................. Mr S Pereira  07768 388163  

SUTTON VALENCE MUSIC SOCIETY  .......................................... Mrs A Hutchinson  01622 843325  

SUTTON VALENCE TABLE TENNIS CLUB  ................................... Mr A Collins 01580 892755 

SUTTON VALENCE TENNIS CLUB  .............................................. Mrs J Waterman 01622 768654 

SUTTON VALENCE WOMENS INSTITUTE  .................................. Mrs R Easton  01622 842034  

THE SUTTONS BEAVER SCOUTS  ................................................ Samantha Chapman  07809 135501  

THE SUTTONS BROWNIES ......................................................... Mrs S Smith  01622 730680  

THE SUTTONS CUB PACK  .......................................................... Mrs L Waring 01622 843112 

THE SUTTONS SCOUT TROOP  ................................................... Mr T Waring  07754 701086         

THREE  SUTTONS DARBY & JOAN CLUB  ................................... Mrs M Mackleden 01622 861783 

WARMLAKE SHORT MAT BOWLS  ............................................. Mrs B French 01622 843560 

WEALD OF KENT PRESERVATION SOCIETY  ............................... Mrs M Jones  01622 890119 

SUTTON STROLLERS  .................................................................. Mr C Webb 01622 842629 

carole.uwclub@gmail.com  
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AROUND THE SUTTONS - LOCAL TELEPHONE DIRECTORY 

BOROUGH COUNCILLORS 
Sutton Valence 
Chart Sutton 
East Sutton 

 
Cllr. Wendy Young  
Cllr. Steve Munford 
Cllr. Martin Round 

Cllr. Karen Chappell-Tay  

 

01622 842917  
01622 741310 
01622 890276 

079186 75619  

CLERKS TO THE PARISH COUNCILS 
Chart Sutton 
East Sutton 
 
Sutton Valence 

 
Mrs T. Jenkins 
Mrs J. Burnett   
eastsuttonparishcouncil@gmail.com 
Mrs J. Burnett   
clerk@suttonvalence.org.uk 

 
01622 745043 
01622 844135 
 
01622 844135 

DOCTORS 
Cobtree Medical Practice 
Langley Surgery 
Sutton Valence Surgery 
On Call Care : 0845 1552255 
Maidstone Hospital 

 
 
 
 
NHS Direct : 0845 4647 

 
01622 843800 
01622 863030 
01622 842212 
 
01622 729000 

POLICE COMMUNITY SUPPORT OFFICERS  101 

THREE SUTTONS HELPLINE M.844301  M.842346  01622 842346 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH Support Line 01622 604396 

SCHOOLS 
Sutton Valence School  
Sutton Valence Preparatory School 
Sutton Valence Primary School 
Sutton Valence Pre-School 

 
Head: Mr B Grindlay 
Head: Miss C Corkran 
Head: Miss M Terry  
Mrs F Davidson  

 
01622 845200 
01622 842117 
01622 842188 
01622 842388 

KENT MESSENGER REPRESENTATIVES 

Sutton Valence - Mrs J Burnett 
Chart Sutton - Mrs V Underdown 

 
clerk@suttonvalence.org.uk 
valerie95@outlook.com            

 
01622 844135 
01622 843232 

VILLAGE HALL HIRE BOOKINGS 
East Sutton Filmer Hall 
Chart Sutton 
Sutton Valence 
Youth Centre (behind St Mary's Church) 

 
Mrs J Coyle 
Annegret Fidock (csvillagehall@hotmail.com) 

Mrs J Burnett (svvhbookings@gmail.com) 

Graham Haskett (temporary arrangement) 

 
07703 815215 
01622 844741 
01622 842024 
01622 891804 

HEADCORN AND THE SUTTONS 
www.handschurches.org 

SUTTON VALENCE VILLAGE WEBSITE 
www.suttonvalencepc.kentparishes.gov.uk  

EAST SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE 
www.eastsuttonpc.kentparishes.gov.uk 
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SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1965 

 
(Proprietor: West & Coe Ltd) 

 
Your local family owned Funeral 

Directors, offering the highest 
standard of care and facilities to  

every family we serve. 
 

Golden Charter 
‘Independent Way’ 

A Funeral Plan 
created for you. 

 

Headcorn Road, Grafty Green, 
Maidstone, Kent ME17 2AP 

01622 850840 

VINYL RECORDS, CDS & 

MEMORABILIA BOUGHT 
Top prices paid for LPs, Singles, CDs, Autographs, 

Music Memorabilia, Concert Programmes and more! 

Pop • Rock • Metal • Prog 

Punk • Jazz • Blues • Folk 

WE COLLECT! 

Call Glen on: 0800 345 7551 or 07808 131171 

Email: buyers@eil.com 

eil.com – Kent based since 1987  
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