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December 2018 

 

WEALD VIEWS 

In the Three Suttons 
50p 

Christmas Services 
 

Sun 9 Dec  East Sutton 18.00 Carol Service 
Sun 16 Dec  East Sutton 11.30 Christingle 
Sat 22 Dec Chart Sutton 16.00 CSVH Carols 
Sun 23 Dec  Sutton Valence 18.00 Carol Service 
Christmas Eve  Sutton Valence 16.00 Christingle & Crib Service 
Christmas Eve  East Sutton 23.30 Holy Communion 
Christmas Day  Sutton Valence 10.00 Holy Communion 
Christmas Day  East Sutton 11.30 Christmas Service 
Christmas Day  Chart Sutton 8.45 Holy Communion 
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CHURCH OFFICERS 
OF:  

ST. MARY’S,  
SUTTON VALENCE 

SS. PETER & PAUL,  
EAST SUTTON 

ST. MICHAEL’S,  
CHART SUTTON 

Vicar THE REV’D FIONA HASKETT 
fiona.haskett@btopenworld.com 01622 891804 

Benefice website: www.handschurches.org 

Churchwardens Mr G. James  
01622 842681 
Mr S. Pereira 
01622 843146 

Mrs N. Worsfold 
01622 843101 
Mrs J Ireland 
01622 891058 

 

Hon. Secretary PCC  Mrs G Gray 
01622 844973 

Ms H. Knowler 
01622 749012 

Hon. Treasurer PCC Mr S. Pereira 
01622 843146 

Mr A. Hutchinson 
01622 843325 

Mr C Webb 
01622 842629 

Organist Mr G. James 
01622 842681 

 Mr G. James 
01622 842681 

Captain of Bells  Mr  N. Hodgson 
01622 863337 

Ms H. Knowler 
01622 749012 

7th Dec @ 6 - 8pm East Sutton Christmas Fair in the Filmer Hall 

Mulled Wine, Win a turkey. Cakes, Jams and Chutneys,  
Holly and Mistletoe, Raffle. 

Carols by Candlelight in the Filmer Hall 13th Dec @ 7.30 

Sing or listen to your favourite carols. Mulled wine and nibbles.  
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Dear Friends 

Graham & I have just 
returned from a short break 
in Dorset. With warm sunny 
weather (yes even in 
November), lovely rolling 
countryside dotted with 
thatched cottages and pretty 
villages, the beautiful 
Jurassic Coast, sandy 
beaches, crystal clear waters 
and many places of interest to go to, 
this is a part of the world that we never 
tire of visiting.  

However, I have to admit that this time 
there were a couple of hours when we 
started to wonder if it was really going 
to be worth it. The problem was the A31 
– a series of road works and accidents 
meant that it took us considerably 
longer to reach our destination than we 
had anticipated. Indeed, to be honest, 
had it not been for the fact that we 
were over half way there and had 
already paid for our accommodation we 
may even have considered turning 
round and giving up. I’m really glad we 
didn’t as we had a lovely time. 

December is the month when the 
Christian Church thinks about journeys 
taken by various individuals just over 
2000 years ago. We think about the 
journey that Joseph and Mary made 
from Nazareth to Bethlehem 80 miles 
away. A journey that would almost 
certainly have been made on foot (there 

is no mention of a donkey in 
the Bible) and would have 
taken at least 4 days – 
probably several more given 
the advanced stage of 
Mary’s pregnancy. It was 
also a journey with a fair 
amount of uncertainty 
waiting for them when they 
reached their destination – 
but it was a journey that 

they both had the courage to make. 

Of course they weren’t the only people 
travelling to Bethlehem at the time. 
There were also the wise men – it is 
likely that they had set out as much as 
two years before  (why else would 
Herod have ordered the murder of all 
baby boys aged two years and 
younger?). They had no idea where they 
were going, how long it would take 
them to get there, what sort of terrain 
they were going to have to negotiate or 
what they were going to find when they 
reached their destination. They simply 
saw the star, recognised it’s importance, 
got together the provisions they thought 
they were most likely to need and set 
off on a journey they were determined 
to make. 

Then we have the Shepherds, for them 
the geographical distance they travelled 
was a very short one, they were pitched 
just outside the city. But when you bear 
in mind that at the time Shepherds were 
considered the lowest of the low and 

CLERGY LETTER 
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almost outcasts from society, the fact 
that they were the first to be chosen 
by God to visit the baby meant that 
this was an incredible journey that 
they would have been overjoyed to 
make. 

Then finally, we think of Jesus himself 
– the one who made the longest and 
most exacting journey of all. A journey 
from immortality to mortality, from 
power and authority to the 
vulnerability and helplessness of a new 
born baby, from the security of his 
place in heaven to the insecurity of life 
as a humble and persecuted Jewish 
man from Nazareth. Yet, this was a 
journey that he lovingly made. 

All different journeys, made by 
different people from different strata’s 
of society and for different reasons, 
each one requiring different 
characteristics and motivations. But all 
journeys to the same destination - a 
humble animal shelter where God 

chose to come to earth in human form 
for the benefit of all mankind. All 
journeys taken by individuals who 
undoubtedly thought that their travels 
had been well and truly worth it. 

We will be having lots of different 
services to celebrate all of this during 
the run up to Christmas and we would 
love it if you decided to make the 
journey to join us. We don’t mind who 
you are or what might be motivating 
you, we don’t mind if your journey is a 
short one or a longer one, physically, 
emotionally or spiritually and we 
certainly won’t try and force you to 
repeat the journey if you don’t want 
to. But we hope and pray that 
whatever your reason for coming 
along, you will find the whole 
experience uplifting and worthwhile. 

With love and Blessing to you all for a 
very Happy Christmas 

WEALD VIEWS 

Editor wealdviews@hotmail.co.uk Mr G Haskett 01622 891804 

Advertising ginnsdan@gmail.com Mr D Ginns 07541 717392 

Subscriptions goverjames50@gmail.com  Mr G James M.842681 

Distribution brianjones38@aol.com  Mr Brian Jones M.844089 

The final deadline for the submission of material is the 14th of the preceding 
month. Acceptable formats for articles are MS Word, MS Publisher or text files. 
PDF files can sometimes be used, but as their proportions cannot be altered 
without distortion, they can’t always be used. Suitable picture formats include: 
Jpeg, BMP,  PNG, GIF, etc. 
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This Autumn we chose to 
visit some towers between 
Ashford and Canterbury, 
and found some absolute 
gems! 

With eleven ringers and 
three spectators (chauffeur, 
mum and injured party.. all 
along for the ride) we first 
stopped at Charing.  This 
has a lovely set of six bells - 
but they are 120 steps UP 
the tower; by the time you 
reach the ringing chamber 
you don’t have the energy to ring!  We 
did manage some ringing however, and 
the bells have a good sweet sound.  They 
have been adjusted recently and are 
easier to ring than they were a few years 
ago.  We were invited to the roof of the 
tower after ringing to see the most 
glorious view up to the North Downs and 
south towards the Weald.  Kent at its 
loveliest.  We rang in memory of Dave 
Last here, one of our stalwart ringers, 
who died earlier in the year. 

Tower two was  Godmersham, again a 
lovely sounding six.  In this church the 
ringing chamber is on the ground floor of 
the original Saxon chapel.  This space is 
more than 900 years old and feels so 
peaceful.  Mind you, it’s not all ancient 
here, there is a very natty electric winch 
to pull the bell ropes out of the way – I 
think that’s something for the Christmas 
list! 

From there we drove on to Chilham, a  

 

 

really picturesque village 
with its very own “castle” 
and proper tea rooms.  
Again this was a church with 
a lot of stairs but the bells 
were worth it, with a 
wonderful sounding tenor 
of 18cwt.  For comparison 
Chart Sutton has a tenor of 
just over 14cwt, so 
Chilham’s is quite a bit 
heavier and it was lucky we 
had some strong ringers 
along with us! 

After lunch at a local pub, we rang at 
Chartham, which has claims to having the 
oldest bells in Kent.  They date back to 
1605, so are very venerable, but they still 
ring well and sound full and musical.  This 
church is made of flint from the hills to 
the north.   

Finally, we made our way to Selling, which 
has a pretty ring of tiny but very musical 
bells.  With bells so small you have to be 
quite careful not to pull too hard, 
especially after the heavy-weights of 
Chilham!  There were a few stairs here, 
not too many but very steep brick ones; 
best manoeuvred backwards going down. 

After all that ringing we felt we had 
earned our dinner at The George in 
Leeds... 

Heather 
Anyone interested in learning to ring – call 
me or Russell Hodgson, numbers in the 
front of the Weald View. 

Sutton Bellringers’ Outing - October 
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Sue Sage 

On behalf of all Sue’s family, I would like to thank all those who attended the Service for 
Sue on 11th October in St Mary’s Church and for all the donations you kindly gave in her 
memory. These totalled £596, and have been shared equally between Cancercare UK 
and OXFAM. I would also like to thank everyone for the sympathy cards we received 
showing just how much Sue was loved and how much she will be missed by everyone. 

Thank you all very much. Les Tomsett 

 SERVICES & READINGS FOR DECEMBER 

Sun 2 Dec 

Advent 1 

Headcorn 18.00 Service of First Light TBA   

S Valence 10.00 Holy Communion Jer 33:14-16 

Luke 21:25-36  
East Sutton 8.00 Holy Communion 

Chart Sutton 18.00 Evensong 

Sun 9 Dec 

Advent 2 

S Valence 10.00 Matins 
Mal 3:1-4 

Luke 3:1-6 

East Sutton 18.00 Carol Service TBA   

Chart Sutton   No Service     

Sun 16 Dec 

  Advent 3 

S Valence 10.00 Holy Communion 
Phil 4:4-7 

Luke 3:7-18 

East Sutton 11.30 Christingle TBA   

Chart Sutton 18.00 Evensong 
Phil 4:4-7 

Luke 3:7-18 

Sat 22 Dec Chart Sutton 16.00 CSVH Carols     

Sun 23 Dec 

Advent 4 

S Valence 18.00 Carol Service TBA   

East Sutton   No Service     

Chart Sutton   No Service     

Christmas Eve  

S Valence 16.00 Christingle & Crib Service     

East Sutton 23.30 Holy Communion 
Isaiah 62:6-12 

Luke 2:1-20 

Chart Sutton   No Service     

Tues 25 Dec 

Christmas 
Day 

S Valence 10.00 Holy Communion 
Isaiah 62:6-12 

Luke 2:1-20  
East Sutton 11.30  Christmas Service 

Chart Sutton 8.45 Holy Communion 

Sun 30 Dec 

Christmas 1 

Headcorn 10.00 Benefice Holy Communion 
Jer 31:7-14 

John 1: 1-18 

S Valence   No Service 

East Sutton   No Service 

Chart Sutton   No Service 
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Sutton Valence Music Society 
Sunday 27th January 2018 at 2:30 pm 

Amalia Hall - Violin 

Somi Kim - Piano 

Fauré: Sonata 

Beethoven: Kreutzer Sonata , op. 47 

Clara Schumann: 3 Romances 

Prokofiev: 5 Melodies , op. 35b 

Recently appointed as Concertmaster of Orchestra Wellington, Amalia Hall has 
received widespread acclaim for her ability to move audiences with her 
"sumptuous and sweet tone", she comes to us as winner of the 2016 Tunbridge 
Wells International Competition. 

South Korean born New Zealand pianist, Somi Kim has established 

herself as a highly regarded young pianist with a string of Competition successes 
and extensive concert experience. 

For further information please see: www.suttonvalencemusicsociety.com  

or email us at suttonvalencemusicsociety@gmail.com  

The United Benefice of Headcorn & the Suttons 

 

 

From darkness to light 

Advent Service of Light 

Sunday 2nd December at 6pm 

St Peter & St Paul’s Church, Headcorn 

A special service of readings and Advent Carols. 

All welcome 

http://www.suttonvalencemusicsociety.com
mailto:suttonvalencemusicsociety@gmail.com
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Where did Christmas trees 
come from? 

There are two early stories that 
mention fir trees.  The first 
involves St Boniface, who went 
to Germany in the 8th century as 
a missionary and found people 
sacrificing a child to their god 
under an oak tree.  Boniface was 
appalled, and rescued the child. 
He then chopped down the oak 
tree and found a tiny fir tree 
growing nearby.  He gave this to 
the people and said: “This is a 
symbol of life. Whenever you 
look at this tree, remember the 
Christ-child who is the One who 
will give you life, because He 
gave His life for you.” 

The second early fir tree story 
involves Martin Luther in the 
16th century.  It is said that one 
year he decided to drag a fir tree 
into his home and to decorate it 
with candles. He used it as a visual aid, 
telling people that the candles symbolised 
Jesus as the light of the world, and the 
evergreen tree symbolised the eternal life 
that Jesus gives to us.  Many of the people 
who followed Luther were struck by the 
idea and took up the custom. 

Where did Christmas stockings come 
from? 

No one is really sure, but a story is told of 
St Nicholas, a bishop who lived in the 4th 
century, who may have started the custom 
by accident.  St Nicholas was of a wealthy 
family, and of a generous heart.  As 
Christmas approached one year, he wanted 
to help a poor family whom he knew, but 
he did not want them to know it was him.  

So he climbed up on their roof 
on Christmas Eve and dropped 
some coins down the chimney.   

The next morning the coins, to 
the great surprise of the family, 
were found in the stockings of 
the ladies, who had hung them 
to dry by the fire the night 

before. Every year after that 
they put their stockings out, in 
the hope that some more 
money would fall into them.  
They told the story of this 
amazing appearance to their 
friends and neighbours, and the 
custom caught on. 

The story of mince pies 

Did you know that mince pies 
have been traditional English 
Christmas fare since the Middle 
Ages, when meat was a key 
ingredient?  The addition of 
spices, suet and alcohol to meat 
came about because it was an 

alternative to salting and smoking in order 
to preserve the food. Mince pies used to be 
a different shape - cradle-shaped with a 
pastry baby Jesus on top. 

World’s oldest fake tree 

Did you know that it is a family in Wiltshire, 
the Parkers, who claim to own the world’s 
oldest artificial Christmas tree?  It was 
bought in 1886, and is still put up every 
year. 

Mistletoe’s smelly history 

Did you know that the word ‘mistletoe’ 
means dung on a tree?  The Anglo-Saxons 
thought that mistletoe grew in trees where 
birds had left their droppings.  Mistel 
means dung, and tan means twig. 
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Interested in the arts? Want to learn more?? The Arts Society Mid Kent may be for you. We 
meet nine times a year in Sutton Valence Village Hall on Tuesdays from 10am for coffee and 
to hear our specially selected speakers deliver excellent talks from 10.45am. If you would 
like to see for yourself please contact our membership secretary by email at : 
membershipsecretarymidkent@theartssociety.org . 

To find out more go to: www.theartssocietymidkent.org.uk 

Our next three talks are: 

 22 January: Susan Rumfitt: “The Romance of Nature – Early Victorian Jewelry” 

 26 February: Eileen Goulding: “Ancient Artefacts –3,000 Years of Treasures” 

 26 March: Douglas Skeggs: “Art in the Garden of God – 17th Century Dutch Painting” 

 

 

 

Christmas Concert 

Saturday December 8th 2018 at 7.30pm 

All Saints Church, Mill Street, Maidstone 

Carols for Choir and Audience 

The Messiah Part 1 

Hallelujah Chorus 

 

Tickets £12 unreserved.  Children and students half price. 

Available on the door, from Marion Heredia at 

marionheredia@yahoo.com and from choir members. 

maidstonechoralunion.org.uk 

RCN 1059314 
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SUTTON VALENCE VILLAGE HALL NEEDS YOU! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Village Hall heating system needs to be completely replaced.  
The village hall simply does not have the funds to complete this work.  If the hall 

cannot be heated through the winter, usage will fall, and things will get much worse.   
 

THE HALL IS A CHARITY  
RUN ENTIRELY BY VOLUNTEERS 

(FINANCED BY USER FEES, GRANTS, DONATIONS AND FUND-RAISING EVENTS) 

Please support your hall, without you, it may have to close.  We are looking for fund 
raisers, committee members or even more local people/groups to use the hall.  
That way we can ensure that it remains open for all in future years.    

IF YOU CAN HELP PLEASE CONTACT US VIA OUR WEBSITE,  
OR BY TELEPHONE: 01622 842024 

 

With Thanks - The Sutton Valence Village Hall Committee. 

I opened my doors in Seventy-Eight 
Bright and shiny - I looked great. 
But time relentless marches on 

Now I need help, or I’ll soon be gone. 

I am relied upon to be 
Available when you need me 
Other times you walk right by 

You could come in - give us a try? 

Without support I cannot live 
And yet I have so much to give 

Could you find time within your day 
To give support to help me stay? 

My heating system will not last 
It cannot fight the winters blast 
The cost to mend is far too high, 
I need more help to get me by.  

No funding means that I will fail 
My roof will let in wind and hail 

The doors will close once and for all 
And Sutton Valence will have - NO 

VILLAGE HALL. 
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Hello…………..Well, we can now announce 
that the electrical works at the church 
are now complete, and we are so 
enjoying both safe electrics and a lovely 
new lighting system, complete with 
dimmer switches and emergency exit 
lights.  So if you spot weird green lights 
glowing when you walk past in the dark, 
its only the emergency lights on stand-by, 
not the resident ghosts! 

We would like to thank everyone who 
contributed towards this work, whether 
by a direct donation, attendance at a 
fund raising event or by helping in some 
other way – organising jumbles and 
coffee mornings.  We would also like to 
mention Friends of Kent Churches, the All 
Churches Trust and the Cobtree Trust, all 
of which made generous donations 
towards the project. 

Of course an old building like a church 
always needs attention so we will 
continue with raising funds to maintain 
the fabric so that generations to come 
can continue to be married, christened 
and bury their loved ones in this 
wonderful place. 

Meanwhile: 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

24 November 9.30am – Churchyard Tidy 
Up – Come and help put the churchyard 
to bed for the winter.  We’re hoping to 
concentrate on boundary walls this time 
but whatever help you can offer will be 
welcome.  Tea and buns at half time! 

Thursday 20 December – Carol Singing 
around the Village – Meeting at the 
Georgian House at 7.15pm, raising funds 
for Demelza Hospice.  Refreshments in 
the Village Hall afterwards.  All welcome! 

Saturday 22 December – Carol Service at 
the Village Hall – All your favourite carols 
in warm friendly surroundings.  And, of 
course, mulled wine afterwards. 

Christmas Day – 8.45am Holy 
Communion – A quiet said service – 
before the chaos of Christmas Day enjoy 
the peace of this contemplative service.  
As always, everyone is welcome. 

St Michael’s Church Chart Sutton 
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I am pleased to 
inform you that 
our four walk 
leaders agreed at 
our meeting on 
the 31st October to 
reinstate the short 
monthly village 
walks from 
January next year.  
In addition we will 

be increasing our longer (3-4 mile, 
grade 3) walks to two per month, with 
three longer walks (6-7 miles) over the 
coming year. 

December and January Walks. 

Wednesday 5th December meet in the 
car park next to St. Nicholas Church 
on Linton Hill (ME17 4AW) at 10:30 
for a 10:45 start (note the later start 
time) for a walk through Linton Park 
along the Greensand Way to the Goat 
Sanctuary and back to The Bull on 
Linton Hill for our Christmas lunch. 

Wednesday 9th January meet in 
Hollingbourne at 9.30 for 9.45am start.   

(Directions: from the A20 proceed 
through Hollingbourne village and turn 
left, immediately after Godrey Meadow 

and just before the railway bridge 
which crosses the road, into the 
approach to Hollingbourne Station.  
Parking is available near the 
beginning of the approach to the 
station on both sides of the road). 

Carole will be leading the walk which 
will be around 3 miles with one hill and 
no stiles. 

Wednesday 16th January meet at 
Headcorn Village Hall 9.30 for 9.45am 
start for a short walk around the 
Village. 

Wednesday 22nd January meet in 
Pluckley Village at The Street 
between the primary school (TN27 
0QS) and St. Nicholas’ Church at 9.30 
for 9.45am start for a 3½-4 mile walk 
to Little Chart and back in a round trip.  
The walk will be through fields and 
orchards with gentle slopes, tracks 
and some stiles. 

Your walk leaders, Paula, Carole, 
Michael and I, wish you all a Happy 
Christmas and a Healthy New Year! 

Barry Walker  
barry@watersideoast.com 

Headcorn  
Health Walks 

The Three Suttons 
Helpline has been 
operating as a “good neighbour” scheme 
for about 20 years to make life easier for 
those needing to get to medical 
appointments, but who do not have their 
own transport or cannot easily be helped 
by family or friends and for whom public 
transport is infrequent and not a viable 
option. This scheme covers the villages 
and surgeries in Sutton Valence, Chart 

Sutton, East Sutton, 
Kingswood and 

Langley. 

If anyone would like to use the scheme, 
please telephone one of the following 
numbers:  844301     842530     842346 

If you have any other queries or if you feel 
that you may like to help, please contact 
Christine Parkes. ( email: 
christineparkes@hotmail.com or tel. 
842217) 

The Three Suttons Helpline 

mailto:christineparkes@hotmail.com
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I would like to thank all those 
people who sponsored the 
four riders and striders who 
between them raised the 
fantastic sum of £1152 .00 for 
St Peter & St Paul’s Church, 
East Sutton. 

The Millens and Mary Edmed cycled from Chartham  to 
Canterbury and finished at Dover, photo above. 

Chris Mann and Julia Ireland went down to the Romney 
Marsh churches. 

Headcorn Parish Church

Christmas Tree Festival 2018

 

Friday 8th from 12 noon

Saturday 9th—

Sunday 10th—12 noon

Lots to see, fun activity for children, 

refreshments, cakes, wrapping paper, etc. 

 Tree of Remembrance.

Christmas Market all day Saturday

Special Christmas sing-

Please come and join us for

Carols on the Green

Sutton Valence

On Friday 14th December 2018 At 6 pm 

BRING your best singing voice and 

don’t forget a TORCH

St Mary’s Monthly Draw 

Winners of the  November 2018 draw 

First Prize - Mike & Rosie Easton  

Second Prize - Annette Garrod  

Congratulations!!! 

 

 

 

 

Sutton Valence WI will be having a 
supper and entertainment to 
celebrate Christmas. Ladies please 
remember to bring your 
contribution to the buffet. For 
information ring  
Rosie 01622 84234  
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Headcorn Parish Church 

Christmas Tree Festival 2018 
 

 

 
 

Friday 8th from 12 noon—5pm 

Saturday 9th—10am—5pm 

Sunday 10th—12 noon—4pm 

Lots to see, fun activity for children, 

refreshments, cakes, wrapping paper, etc.  

Tree of Remembrance. 

Christmas Market all day Saturday 

Special Christmas sing-a-long at 4pm on Sunday 

 

 

Mumma Mia Choir 
presents an evening of 

Christmas Cheer! 

On Thursday 13th December 2018 at 7.30pm 
St Michael’s, Chart Sutton 

Church Road, Chart Sutton, ME17 3RB 

Come and join the carol singing and  

enjoy some festive refreshment!  

Donations in aid of St Michael’s and the  

Mathieson Music School, Kolkata 

Enquiries to: mummamiachoir@gmail.com 

CAROL SINGING - AROUND CHART SUTTON 

Thursday 20th December, 

meeting at The Georgian 

House at 7.15pm. 

 

Come in good voice to raise funds for Demelza House.  

ALL WELCOME 

Refreshments in the Village Hall afterwards  

Please come and join us for 

Carols on the Green 

Sutton Valence 

On Friday 14th December 2018 At 6 pm  

BRING your best singing voice and  

don’t forget a TORCH 
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Many thanks to all of you who 
attended our beacon lighting on 
Sunday 11th November 
commemorating the end of World 
War I. This event was organised by 
The Three Suttons and RBL and was 
well attended by parishioners from 
all three parishes.  

The Royal British Legion   

Sutton Valence and District Branch 

I write this while recovering from a very emotional and 
reflective  day of remembrance and thanksgiving marking 
the 100th anniversary of the end of WW1. It started with 
the memorial service at East Sutton followed by the SVS CCF and Scouts march 
past at  Sutton Valence when hundreds of people turned out to remember and 
who then filled St. Mary’s church to capacity for the service. I then visited the 
Queens Head where the members of QHOF gathered after manning the road 
closures. I then had a short time to reflect before going on to St Michaels for the 
Chart Sutton Service. Then back home to ensure I had the gazebos and stakes and 
all things  necessary to ensure the evening Battles Over event was to be ready on 
time. We were all very nervous about who would turnout for this so important 
contribution of the Three Suttons Parishes and the  British legion Branch to the 
Nation’s Tribute. We should not have worried as the community turned out in 
huge numbers to share the lighting of the beacon the sound of the bells and the 
cry for peace. Our Vicar Rev’d Fiona Haskett officiated at all the services which 
were so appreciated by everyone. Most stayed on for the Scouts barbeque and 
the  entertainment in the village hall.  

WE WILL REMEMBER. 

The Poppy Launch of 2018 at   County 
Hall . 

All  the collections at the  Church 
services on  Remembrance day  are        
donated to the poppy appeal. 

Mike FitzGerald MBE 
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Weren’t the 
autumn colours 
wonderful this 
year and, 
although several 
spells of windy 
weather did 
their best to 
strip the leaves 
off, more than 
enough survived 
well into November. And it wasn’t just 
the trees and shrubs that are planted 
for their displays of autumn colour that 
put on such a good show this year; 
many of our native trees made a 
noticeable contribution to the overall 
display. 

There is always a good turnout for the 
Remembrance Day service at the Sutton 
Valence war memorial but I think that 
this year there was an even bigger 
crowd assembled on both sides of the 
main road than usual. TV coverage of 
several other such services in the South 
East showed that not everybody was as 
lucky with the weather as we were. 

Bird song is most abundant in spring 
and summer but the robin can be heard 
throughout the year and if you hear one 
this month, as well you may, it could be 
either a male or a female bird; next 
month the females will fall silent once 
they have found a mate. If you are out 
walking in the countryside, look out for 
our winter visiting members of the 
thrush family – the large fieldfare and 

the smaller 
redwing. Both 
should be 
enjoying the 
abundant crop 
of wild berries 
to be found in 
our hedgerows. 
From time to 
time people tell 
me about the 

buzzards which have taken up 
residence in this part of Kent and I 
expect that there is at least one pair 
nesting somewhere in the Suttons. Of a 
similar size to the buzzard is the red kite 
and I was asked by someone last month 
whether a briefly sighted raptor that 
didn’t look quite like a buzzard might 
have been a red kite. If you have driven 
through the Chiltern Hills on the M40 
you will surely have seen several of the 
red kites that have become well 
established in that part of the country 
and you will have noticed what is, 
perhaps, their most easily distinguished 
feature: their forked tail. 

By the end of the month our daily 
ration of daylight will have started to 
increase but I doubt that we will notice 
much change for a little while once we 
have seen the new year in, especially on 
days when the sky is overcast. Before all 
that, though, we have got Christmas to 
look forward to. I hope that for you it 
will be a very happy one. 

Michael Beaman 

December Jottings 
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Harvest 4 Yu—finest organic produce delivered to your 

door. Order one of our boxes or make up your own. 

Call 01622 844789 or www.wedeliver.co.uk 

 

HAVEN FARM SHOP 
North Street, Sutton Valence. ME17 3HS 

Opposite the Village Hall 

Open: Monday to Saturday 8am-6pm & Sunday 10am-4pm 

 

Selling a great selection of local & organic produce 

sourced direct from Kent Farms: 
 

BREAD, cheese, MILK, eggs, CEREAL, honey, FRUIT, pasta, NUTS & 

RAISINS, chutney, VEGETABLES, preserves, ‘COOK’ READY MEALS 

& much much more. 

 

Sutton Valence Post Office 

Car Tax - Euros - Cash Back -  

PayStation - Gift Cards 

Mobile Top ups 

 

Kung Hay Fat Choi  
Chinese Hot Meals 

To Take Away 
 

58 Cayser Dr, Kingswood,  
Maidstone ME17 3QF  

 

Tel: 843638  
MOBILE: 07913148182 

TELEPHONE ORDERS WELCOME 

 
 
 
 

Compassionate and caring service  
for the bereaved day or night 

4 Cavendish Way, BEARSTED, Maidstone, ME15 8PW 

Tel: 01622 260200 

And also at… 

6 Marlborough Parade, Beverley Road, BARMING,  
Maidstone, ME16 9JN 

Tel: 01622 260210 

enquiries@familyfuneralservice.net 
www.familyfuneralservice.net 

 We are proud to support the Heart of Kent Hospice  

and have donated over £20,000 in recent years 

IN  MAIDSTONE 
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AROUND  THE SUTTONS 

Clubs, Societies and Activities 

EAST SUTTON CRICKET CLUB Mr N Edmed  M.843219 

EAST SUTTON COMMUNITY YOUTH THEATRE Mr M Dyer-Ball M.844321 

EAST SUTTON WHIST DRIVE Mr R Morgan M.843955 

MOTHERS UNION Mrs G Smith M.842530 

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION  Mr M Fitzgerald M.743270           

SUTTON SAINTS FOOTBALL CLUB Mr J Tutt 01227 272078 

SUTTON VALENCE CHORAL SOCIETY Mr A Hutchinson  M.843325  

SUTTON VALENCE GARDENERS ASSOCIATION        M.747703 

SUTTON VALENCE HOCKEY CLUB Mr L Davies M.844046 

SUTTON VALENCE MUSIC SOCIETY Mrs A Hutchinson  M.843325  

SUTTON VALENCE TABLE TENNIS CLUB Mr A Collins 01580 892755 

SUTTON VALENCE TENNIS CLUB Mrs J Waterman M.768654 

SUTTON VALENCE WOMENS INSTITUTE Mrs R Easton  M.843912 

THE SUTTONS BEAVER SCOUTS Mrs C Hampson  M 842034  

THE SUTTONS BROWNIES Mrs S Smith  M.730680 

THE SUTTONS CUB PACK  Mrs L Waring M.843112 

THE SUTTONS SCOUT TROOP Mr T Waring  07754 701086         

THREE  SUTTONS DARBY & JOAN CLUB Mrs M Mackleden M.861783 

WARMLAKE SHORT MAT BOWLS Mrs B French M.843560 

WEALD OF KENT PRESERVATION SOCIETY Mrs M Jones  M.890119 
SUTTON STROLLERS Mr C Webb M842629 
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AROUND THE SUTTONS - LOCAL TELEPHONE DIRECTORY 

BOROUGH COUNCILLORS 
Sutton Valence 
Chart Sutton 
East Sutton 

 
Cllr. Paulina Stockell 
Cllr. Steve Munford 
Cllr. Martin Round 

 
M.842508 
M.741310 
M.890276 

CLERKS TO THE PARISH COUNCILS 
Chart Sutton 
East Sutton 
 
Sutton Valence 

 
Mrs T. Jenkins 
Mrs J. Burnett   
eastsuttonparishcouncil@gmail.com 
Mrs J. Burnett   
clerk@suttonvalence.org.uk 

 
M.745043 
M.844135 
M.844135 

DOCTORS 
Cobtree Medical Practice 
Langley Surgery 
Sutton Valence Surgery 
On Call Care : 0845 1552255 
Maidstone Hospital 

 
 
 
 
NHS Direct : 0845 4647 

 
M.843800 
M.863030 
M.842212 
 
M.729000 

POLICE COMMUNITY SUPPORT OFFICERS  101 

THREE SUTTONS HELPLINE M.844301  M.842530 M.842346 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH Support Line M.604396 

SCHOOLS 
Sutton Valence School  
Sutton Valence Preparatory School 
Sutton Valence Primary School 
Sutton Valence Pre-School 

 
Head: Mr B Grindlay 
Head: Miss C Corkran 
Head: Miss M Terry  
Mrs F Davidson  

 
M.845200 
M.842117 
M.842188 
M.842388 

KENT MESSENGER REPRESENTATIVES 

Sutton Valence - Mrs J Burnett 
Chart Sutton - Mrs V Underdown 

 
clerk@suttonvalence.org.uk 
valerie95@outlook.com            

 
M.844135 
M.843232 

VILLAGE HALL HIRE BOOKINGS 
East Sutton Filmer Hall 
Chart Sutton 
Sutton Valence 
Youth Centre (behind St Mary's Church) 

 
Mrs J Coyle 
Mrs M Fitzgerald 
Mrs J Burnett (svvhbookings@gmail.com) 

Miss M Brett (mbrett11@btinternet.com) 

 
07703 815215 
M.743270 
M.842024 
M.843748 

HEADCORN AND THE SUTTONS 
www.handschurches.org 

SUTTON VALENCE VILLAGE WEBSITE 
www.suttonvalencepc.kentparishes.gov.uk  

EAST SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE 
www.eastsuttonpc.kentparishes.gov.uk 
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 AT YOUR SERVICE 

 

ACCOMMODATION: WHITE HOUSE FARM - for details of our Self-catering accommodation  
  please see our web site at  www.whitehousefarm-kent.co.uk or  
  telephone Sue Spain 01622 842490  for more information. 
 
CALOR GAS/APPLIANCES:  S.M OFFEN - Lake Farm Sutton Valence Tel 01622 842104. Full range 
 Propane,   Butane, Piping, Fittings, Gaz, Heater Sales/Service.  
 Weekly deliveries,  Open Mon-Sat 8am - 6pm, Sundays 8am - 1pm. 
 
CARPENTRY/BUILDING: BERNARD K HOGG - Carpentry & Building Services, member Institute of  
 Carpenters,   established 1982. Tel 01622 844543/Mobile 07711810981. 
 
CHINA: JANET’S CHINA HIRE - Crockery, Cutlery, Glasses, Linen, Ovens etc. For  
 weddings,  parties and all occasions. Free washing-up  
 www.janetschinahire.co.uk. Tel 01622 844646 
 
ELECTRICIAN: KEVIN J COULTER - Approved electrician.  Installations Industrial and  
 Domestic, ECA and Part P member.  Tel 01622 842144. Evenings best. 
 
 FOREMANS ELECTRICS - Qualified Part P Electrician specialising in  
 burglar alarms, showers and house wiring.  
 Telephone 01622 861700/Mobile 07850 103118. 
 
FARM SHOP: EDMED’S FARM SHOP - East Sutton Tel 01622 843219.   
 Local farm produce, potatoes, straw,hay, shavings, turkeys,  
 handmade crafts, fruit juices and homemade preserves. 
 
FENCING: I. WALLOND FENCING - All types of fencing and gates renewed and  
 repaired. Free  estimates. Established 25 years tel 01622 844956 
 Mobile 07931 368710,  www.iwallondfencingcontractors.co.uk 
 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS: A.W. COURT - Headcorn Road, Grafty Green. Tel 01622 850840.  
 Please see our main display advertisement. 
 
GARAGE: HILLTOP GARAGE - North Street Sutton Valence. MOT Testing,  
 servicing and repairs etc. Tel 01622 844545 
 
MARQUEE/TOILET HIRE: Four Jays – your local supplier of marquees and toilets for events 

including furniture & chillers, prestige and themed trailer toilets, single 
toilet cubicles and showers. Site toilets, welfare units and temporary 
canteens, offices & stores also available for long term hire, plus cesspit, 
septic and klargester tank emptying. Tel.: 01622 843135, 
www.fourjays.co.uk (Barling Farm, East Sutton)  
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OSTEOPATH HEADCORN NATURAL HEALTH CENTRE-Anna Reeve, Katherine Price, 
  Jenny Watson & James Miles.  Registered Members of the General 
 Osteopathic Council.  Osteomyologist: David Howard at Headcorn 
 Natural Health Centre, 1-2 Frank’s Bridge Cottages, Smarden Road, 
 Headcorn.  Telephone: 01622 890803 
 www.hnhc.org and email: reception.hnhc@virgin.net 
 
PEST CONTROL: SMARDEN PEST CONTROL - G D MORRIS Rodent and all insect control.  
 Fast, prompt and confidential service.  Residential, commercial and   
 industrial. 01233 770458, day and evenings.  
 www.smardenpestcontrol.co.uk 
 
PODIATRY/ CHIROPODY  HEADCORN PODIATRY -Jill McVarish.BSc.pod.M; 
 M.Ch.S & Kirstie McArthur BSc(Hons).pod. M;M.Ch.S  
  Andrea Wells BSc.(Hons).pod.M; M.Ch.S & Robert Isaacs BSc

( Hons) .pod. M; M.Ch.S. All members of the Health Professional 
Council. Please ring 01622 891691 for an appointment at Headcorn 
Podiatry. 

  
UPHOLSTERY: THEOBALD UPHOLSTERY - All types of furniture upholstered and            
 repaired.  Cushion replacement service.  Furniture made to order.      
 Sundries for DIY enthusiasts.  New furniture direct from our            
 showroom from Alstons, Sherborne, Parker Knoll and Celebrity made  
 at craft  workshops. No. 5 Slaney Place, Headcorn Road, Staplehurst,  
 Kent. Tel 01580 890055 
 
VEHICLE RECOVERY: HILLTOP GARAGE Tel 01622 844545 
 
DOMESTIC CLEANING SERVICES   

 A's Cleaning Maids (Kent) Ltd 
 Domestic Cleaning Services 
 Andrea Kerr-Thomson 
 01732 761771 
 07834 854812 
 www.ascleaningmaids.co.uk 
 Call or E-mail your enquiry 
 andrea@ascleaningmaids.co.uk 
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AGENTS for FINE 
COUNTRY HOMES & COTTAGES 

 
 

Specialists in 
Sales, Lettings 

 and 
Commercial 

Management 
 
 

Bower House, North Street, Sutton Valence Kent ME17 3HR 
Telephone 01622 844455 – facsimile 01622 844456 


