
Dear Friends 

 

The other day Graham & I took our dog Hector the dog for a walk around Mote Park. 

As we made our way around the lake we came upon a Chestnut tree, although the 

fruits weren’t quite ripe, we could see that there was going to be a very good crop and 

I was reminded of an incident that happened many years ago when I was a small 

child. My mother and next door neighbour took my sister and I plus the neighbours 

two young sons to Knole Park, Sevenoaks for a picnic. As we ran around and climbed 

over the fallen trees we came across an avenue that was lined with chestnut trees. To 

be honest, as young children we had no idea what they were, but our mothers assured 

us that the nuts that could be found inside the prickly fruits that were scattered 

liberally over the ground were extremely tasty once roasted. We therefore set to work 

trying to find the best specimens that we could. We did very well, filling up two of the 

brown paper bags that had previously contained our sandwiches and we barely 

noticed our pricked and sore fingers so excited were we at the thought of trying these 

new delicacies. 

 

It was just as we were leaving the park that it happened. Attached to a tree by the exit 

gate there was a sign – “Please do not take the chestnuts – they are food for the deer”. 

I can clearly remember the looks on my mother and neighbour’s faces as they read the 

notice, looked at each other and then emptied the contents of the bags onto the 

ground. We had all been very aware of the many deer wandering around but not a 

single one of us had remembered that they would need basic foodstuffs for their own 

survival. 

 

Well that all got me thinking – how often do we find that we are so wrapped up in our 

own little worlds that we forget about others  – the impact our actions might have on 

them (good or bad) or the positive impact they might be having on us (we tend to 

notice the negatives). How often do we forget about those who even now, are making 

perilous journeys in order to escape from atrocities in their homelands, how often do 

we fail to remember those around the world who might be living in war torn, 

oppressive or corrupt countries, squalid conditions or working in sweat shops so that 

we can have a pair of cheap jeans? How often, I wonder, are we so busy that we 

simply “forget”? 

 

As you all know, November is the month when we are called to “remember”. We start 

off with All Souls day on the 2nd (although our service will be on Sunday 1st ) – this is 

the day when we think about all those who have been important in our lives but are no 

longer with us. Then on 5th November we remember the Gunpowder plot. Finally we 

have 11th November – Remembrance Day – when we think about all those who have 

given so much for us all. 

 

But of course remembering is pointless if it doesn’t come with two other very 

important things. Thanksgiving and a willingness to change our behaviour in the light 

of what has happened – although we miss the loved ones who are no longer with us, 

we should give thanks that they were once a very important part of our lives, rejoice 

at the happy memories they have left us with and let the positive impact they made on 

our lives continue to grow. On 5th November we should give thanks for the fact that 

the gunpowder plot was foiled and that we still live in a country that is justly and 

democratically governed by a fairly elected parliament and we should take our 



responsibilities as members of the voting public seriously – in that we should both use 

our votes and do all we can to help and support those who find themselves in office, 

be it local or national. Last but certainly not least on 11th we should not only give 

thanks for all those who continue to make the ultimate sacrifice for each and every 

one us but also be prepared to do all we can to fight for peace, equality and fairness 

around the globe by trying to buy only fairly traded or manufactured goods, being 

prepared to give generously to the refugee or others in need throughout the world and 

speaking out against all evil or abuse of power in any situation. 

 

Our churches will be holding some very special services this month – we would love 

it if you remembered to join us. 

 

With every Blessing 

 
 

 

 


