
Dear Friends 

I was greeted by a very unhappy and a little bit shaken husband when I got home from visiting yesterday.  I knew 

before I walked through the door that he wouldn’t be in the best of moods as even a cursory glance at his car, with 

the wing mirror completely smashed and something (not sure what) dangling underneath,  it was clear that he had 

had an encounter along the way. Apparently he had been forced off the road by another driver who had been so 

busy looking in their mirror at something they had just passed that they had failed to see him coming in the opposite 

direction or been aware that they were driving at speed on the wrong side of the road. But at least no one was hurt, 

wing mirrors can be replaced and damage can usually be repaired. 

Well all this got me thinking – indeed I believe there are three things we can draw from this little episode. The first 

concerns the fact that because Grahams car was already showing signs of age we weren’t really too upset about the 

little bit of extra damage that was incurred. As we go through life we often want things to be perfect and we strive to 

ensure that they are. However the bottom line is that there are times when we have to accept that things cant 

always be exactly as we want them to be; our cars will get damaged from time to time, weeds will keep growing in 

the garden, our baking will sometimes burn (well mine will anyway), things will get spilt down our favourite item of 

clothing or over a piece of furniture. The list goes on. The thing is to remember that it is not the end of the world 

when this happens – there are far more important things in life and there is only one thing in this world that 

genuinely is perfect, and that is the love of God. 

The second thing I drew from this little episode was the cause of the incident – the fact that the other driver was so 

busy concentrating on what was behind that they failed to take notice of what lay ahead. As we journey through life 

there will always be things from our past that impact on us greatly and which we will always carry with us. People 

and situations that have helped to mould us and make us who we are and as such we will often feel drawn to keep 

looking back towards them – and there is nothing wrong with that whatsoever. Indeed, I believe that just as careful 

use of our mirrors in our cars is extremely important for safe driving, it is also very important that we keep 

remembering the past and the lessons learnt from it as we journey into the future. 

However, as anyone will tell you, our roads would be extremely dangerous places (even more so than now) if drivers 

spent so much time looking behind that they failed to see what lies ahead. I believe that the same is also true of our 

journeys through life, both individually and corporately. Yes, we should keep remembering the past, but this should 

not completely overshadow our vision into the future. As we travel through the days and years we should keep an 

eye out for what may lie ahead so that we can be properly prepared if it happens. We should look out for possible 

forks in the road or changes in direction before we reach them so that we have more time to think about making the 

right choices in life. We should be alert to the possibilities of exciting and uplifting detours and we should definitely 

be more aware of other travellers along the way, ensuring that we don’t cause them problems or “force them off the 

road”. 

The final thing that I drew from the incident stems from the fact that the driver of the other car was alone with no 

passenger to help or warn them of the impending danger that lay ahead. Our journeys through life need never be 

solitary ones, as even in the darkest and loneliest hours we have the assurance of the ever present companionship of 

Jesus Christ alongside us, to help, warn or guide us. 

With love and blessings as you journey through the coming month of May. 

 


