
Dear Friends 

 

As I sit at my desk writing this letter memories of our Christmas celebrations are still 

very fresh in my mind and I have to say that for me at least, it has been a very good 

Christmas. It was great to welcome so many people into church for the different 

services and rejoice with you all as we remembered the birth of Jesus Christ. It was 

also wonderful to be able to spend time with so many members of our family. 

 

However, looking back, I have to say that, for me, the highlight was at about midnight 

on Christmas night/Boxing Day morning when Graham & I found ourselves back at 

the dining room table with our children Lucy, Edward and Alex. Our other visitors 

had already gone to bed and we had the opportunity to simply sit and chat. Now I 

have to admit here that our children are not generally the most communicative of 

people – yes, they do contact us immediately if there is a problem or something they 

want to share – but, as with so many people they live very busy lives and time can 

often slip by without a word between us. So, even though it was very late, it was great 

to sit together and really catch up with what was going on in their lives and to hear 

them talking about the various plans they have for the coming year. 

 

I’m sure that it will come as no surprise to find that all this got me thinking. How 

communicative are we as children of our heavenly father? Do we talk to him daily – 

and listen for his reply? Do we tell him what’s going on in our lives, what we are 

doing and why, do we ask for his help and support and do we ask him to travel the 

road we are journeying along with us all the time? Or do we, like our children, find 

that our lives are so full of other matters that it is usually only when something 

important happens that we find the time to make contact.  

 

February sees the beginning of Lent. The time when we are invited to remember 

Christ’s journey into the wilderness and join him in it. Yes, the wilderness is a place 

of hardship and desolation but it is also a place with few if any distractions. It was a 

place where Christ was released from the normal pressures of work and everyday life, 

from the clamouring of the crowds and even his own wants and desires. It was a place 

where nothing could come between him and a good communicative relationship with 

his father in heaven. A relationship that enabled him to establish a really good and 

firm foundation for his future ministry here on earth. 

 

I don’t know whether you are good at communicating with God or, whether you, like 

Lucy, Edward, Alex & Beth find your lives so full of other things that it takes 

something major to make contact. It may even be that it has been such a long time 

since you have done so that you feel awkward or embarrassed about doing so now. I 

know that all human parents are always pleased to hear from their children, no matter 

why they are calling and what they have to say. So you can be sure that our father in 

heaven is also pleased to hear from us  – everything about your life is important to 

him – no matter how insignificant you may think it to be. So, whether you have 

previously talked to him daily or very intermittently I pray that you will find time to 

use this very Holy season to re-establish your relationship with him and allow him to 

be a supportive and energising part of every aspect of your life. 

 

With every Blessing for a communicative and Holy Lent 

 


